Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 01058 II0736Z 
ACTION PM-05 

INTO OCT-OI EA-IO ISO-00 ACDA-I2 HA-05 OMB-OI MCE-00 
EB-08 TRSE-00 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 L-03 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 /074W 

1 14685 I1I300Z/46 

R 1I07I5Z JAN 78 
PM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7913 
INPO SECDEF WASHDC (DSAA) 

CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
USAF HQ WASHDC 
CINCPACAF HQ HICKAM APB 
CHJUSMAGTHAI 

CONPIDENTIAL BANGKOK 01058 

E.O. II652: GDS 

TAGS: PCAT, MASS, TH, US 

SUBJECT: RTG REQUEST POR P & B DATA ON GAU-8/A MACHINE GUN 

1 . THE RTG HAS REQUESTED P & B DATA POR MODIPIED GAU-8/A 
30 MM MACHINE GUN FOR USE ON THEIR P5E AIRCRAPT, WHICH 
ARE SCHEDULED POR DELIVERY THIS SPRING. THEY HAVE ALSO 
REQUESTED UP-TO-DATE INPORMATION ON THE DEVELOPMENT OP 
THIS WEAPON, TOGETHER WITH A BRIEFING TO BE GIVEN ON THE 
SUBJECT BY EITHER JUSMAG OR GENERAL ELECTRIC (THE MANU- 
PACTURER). 

2. THE RTG EARLIER ESTABLISHED A REQUIREMENT POR ANTI- 
ARMOR CAPABILITY POR THEIR F5 PORCE AND PREVIOUSLY 
REQUESTED RELEASE OP THE AGM-65A (MAVERICK) MISSILE 
SYSTEM TO MEET THIS NEED. THIS REQUEST WAS NOT PAVORABLY 
CONSIDERED BY THE USG. 

3. WE HAVE BEEN GENERALLY SUPPORTIVE OF THE DEVELOPMENT 
OP AN ANTI-ARMOR CAPABILITY POR THE RTAP. ALTHOUGH THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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IMMEDIATE THREAT OP EXTERNAL ARMOR ATTACK APPEARS LOW, 

WE CANNOT DISCOUNT SUCH A THREAT IN THE LONGER TERM. 

(THE PRESENT UNSETTLED SITUATION INVOLVING VIETNAMESE 
PORCES IN CAMBODIA DOES NOTHING TO ALLAY THE LONGER TERM 
CONCERNS OP THE THAI IN THIS RESPECT.) INTRODUCTION OP 
THE GAU-8/A WOULD PRESENT A SIGNIPICANT ADVANCE IN 
AIR-TO-GROUND CAPABILITY POR THE RTAP AND WOULD, OF 
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COURSE, BE MUCH LESS EXPENSIVE THAN THE OTHER ALTERNATIVES 
WHICH THE RTAE HAS BEEN CONSIDERING (I.E. AGM-65A, A- 10 
AIRCRAET). 

4. THE RTG CONTINUES TO SEEK COST-EEFECTIVE WEAPONRY TO 
MEET THEIR PERCEIVED FUTURE THREATS AND REMAINS FIRMLY 
IN FAVOR OF PURCHASE OF U.S. DEVELOPED SYSTEMS WHEREVER 
POSSIBLE. THE EQUIPMENT IN QUESTION IS UNDER CONSIDER- 
ATION FOR LEGITIMATE NATIONAL SECURITY PURPOSES, AND THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS EQUIPMENT WOULD NOT IMPACT ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS QUESTIONS. WE RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE RTG 
REQUEST. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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